
Learning To Deal With Conflict 

Nehemiah 5
      NOTES


Introduction:

· The Necessity of Rebuilding

· Rebuilders begin right

· Rebuilders never go it alone

· Teamwork gets the job done every time

· Rebuilders Learn to Handle Opposition with a single-minded focus

Nehemiah 5:1-3; 5 (NLT) “About this time some of the men and their wives raised a cry of protest against their fellow Jews. They were saying, “We have such large families. We need more food to survive.” Others said, “We have mortgaged our fields, vineyards, and homes to get food during the famine. … We belong to the same family as those who are wealthy, and our children are just like theirs. Yet we must sell our children into slavery just to get enough money to live. We have already sold some of our daughters, and we are helpless to do anything about it, for our fields and vineyards are already mortgaged to others.”

Mark 3:24-25 (NLT) “A kingdom divided by civil war will collapse. Similarly, a family splintered by feuding will fall apart.”

First:  Recognize the CAUSE of CONFLICT.
James 4:1 (AMP) What leads to strife (discord and feuds) and how do conflicts (quarrels and fightings) originate among you? Do they not arise from your sensual desires that are ever warring in your bodily members?   

Nehemiah 5:9-10 (AMP) “Also I said, “What you are doing is not good. Should you not walk in the fear of our God to prevent the taunts and reproach of the nations, our enemies? I, my brethren, and my servants are lending them money and grain. Let us stop this forbidden interest!”

Exodus 22:25 (AMP) “If you lend money to any of My people with you who is poor, you shall not be to him as a creditor, neither shall you require interest from him.”

Galatians 5:17 (NLT) The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of what the Spirit wants. And the Spirit gives us desires that are the opposite of what the sinful nature desires. These two forces are constantly fighting each other, so you are not free to carry out your good intentions.

Second:  Resolve your conflict with GOD.

Ephesians 2:2-3 (NLT) “You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. All of us used to live that way, following the passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject to God’s anger, just like everyone else.”

Ephesians 2:16 (Ph) "As parts of the same body, our anger against each other has disappeared.  For both of us have been reconciled to God and so the feud ended at the cross."  

Third:  Turn to GOD FIRST.  
Nehemiah 5:9 (NLT) “What you are doing is not right! Should you not walk in the fear of our God in order to avoid being mocked by enemy nations? 

Nehemiah 5:15 (NLT) The former governors had laid heavy burdens on the people, demanding a daily ration of food and wine, besides forty pieces of silver. Even their assistants took advantage of the people. But because I feared God, I did not act that way.

James 1:5 (MSG) “If you don't know what you're doing, pray to the Father. He loves to help. You'll get his help, and won't be condescended to when you ask for it.”  

Fourth:  Change your FOCUS.

Nehemiah 5:8-9 (NLT) “At the meeting I said to them, “We are doing all we can to redeem our Jewish relatives who have had to sell themselves to pagan foreigners, but you are selling them back into slavery again. How often must we redeem them?” And they had nothing to say in their defense. Then I pressed further, “What you are doing is not right! Should you not walk in the fear of our God in order to avoid being mocked by enemy nations?”

Philippians 2:4-5 (Ph) "Don't be selfish.  Don't just think about your own affairs but be interested in others' too, in what they are doing.  Your attitude should be the kind that was shown us by Jesus Christ."  

Matthew 7:2-4 (MSG) “(A) critical spirit has a way of boomeranging. It's easy to see a smudge on your neighbor's face and be oblivious to the ugly sneer on your own. 4 Do you have the nerve to say, 'Let me wash your face for you,' when your own face is distorted by contempt?”

Nehemiah 5:12a (MSG) “They said, "We'll give it all back. We won't make any more demands on them. We'll do everything you say." 

Fifth:  Make God’s Word your COMMON GROUND.

Exodus 22:25 (AMP) “If you lend money to any of My people with you who is poor, you shall not be to him as a creditor, neither shall you require interest from him.”

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NLT) “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.”

Nehemiah 5:14-17 (NLT) “For the entire twelve years that I was governor of Judah neither I nor my officials drew on our official food allowance. The former governors, in contrast, had laid heavy burdens on the people, demanding a daily ration of food and wine, besides forty pieces of silver. Even their assistants took advantage of the people. But because I feared God, I did not act that way. I also devoted myself to working on the wall and refused to acquire any land. And I required all my servants to spend time working on the wall. I asked for nothing, even though I regularly fed 150 Jewish officials at my table, besides all the visitors from other lands!”

Sixth:  Go and MAKE PEACE.

Matthew 5:23-24 (MSG) "This is how I want you to conduct yourself in these matters. If you enter your place of worship and, about to make an offering, you suddenly remember a grudge a friend has against you,  abandon your offering, leave immediately, go to this friend and make things right. Then and only then, come back and work things out with God.” 

Hebrews 12:14-15 (NASB) “Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord. See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled.”

Application:

Is there any conflict in your life that is unresolved?

Can you identify the cause of the conflict?  What is it?

Do you have a relationship with God through His Son Jesus Christ?

If not are you willing to speak to someone about how you might be born again?

Where do you turn first when conflict arises?

Are you focusing on yourself and what you want or what you need or are you focusing on the needs of others?

Are you the problem in conflict resolution or a part of the solution?

Are you aware of what the Word of God has to say about the conflict you are in so that you can build off of common ground?

Are you willing to go and make peace?

What has the Holy Spirit said to you this morning?

What will you do to obey His direction in your life?

Memory verse: Ephesians 4:3 (NLT) “Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves together with peace.” 

